
Gardening | beach horticulture



Atropical beachgarden
Words: JOANNA LEWIS
Photos: JUSTIN UZZELL

Tucked away on Cayman Kai and 
overlooking a tranquil lagoon is a 
stunning beach garden which beguiles 

its location.
Despite its position right on the water’s 

edge, this tropical garden thrives year round, 
offering a lush, shady retreat from the harsh 
glare of the sun’s rays.

Indeed, this garden truly offers the best of 
both worlds; a stunning sandy beachfront 
coupled with verdant foliage you would 
expect to find on fertile soil. As the home’s 
owner Brent Pierce says, this garden is 
“paradise on the beach”.

Brent purchased the house just two years 
ago, and with the help of the experts at Vigoro 
Nursery has worked to create a beach garden 
which can withstand all that Mother Nature 
can throw at it.

The garden is predominately filled with a 
wide selection of salt tolerant palms known 
for their ability to withstand the constant 
battering from sea spray.

“During high tides, the feet of the plants 
are in the salt table, so choosing the right 
species was key in creating this garden,” Tom 
Balon of Vigoro explains. “When the owners 
purchased the property there was already a 
good basis of mature landscaping, which we 
worked to further enhance.”

The owners wanted a garden which was 
as private as possible, with lots of intimate 
shady areas. A screen of soaring palms 
shields the front of the garden and the house 
from the road, making it virtually invisible 
from passing road or foot traffic.
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To one side of the house is a large pool 
surrounded by a wide range of palms, 
including fishtail palms, Chinese palms, 
date palms and traveller palms, as well as 
native thatch trees and crotons.

The pool sits on a large patio area, with 
a fabulous outdoor kitchen and shady 
cabana for entertaining, or al fresco 
meals overlooking one of Cayman’s most 
picturesque water spots.

On the other side of the house an almost 
hidden path meanders along the edge of 
the plot of land, linking the back and front 
gardens together. The path is flanked on 
either side by palms while an abundance of 
shrub species carpet the ground. The path 
leads to a tranquil Zen garden – a place of 
quiet contemplation, away from the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life.

“Vigoro have been amazing and have 
been instrumental in bringing the garden 
to its current level,” Brent says. “This home 
is my paradise on the beach with complete 
privacy due to the beautiful gardens and 
landscaping.”

Along the water’s edge, mangroves have 

been left to grow, creating a natural buffer 
and helping to prevent sand erosion. 
Scattered across the pristine beach are 
towering coconut trees, which create 
pockets of shade dotted across the powder-
soft sand – perfect for kicking back and 
relaxing while soaking up the view. The 
centre piece of the beach garden is a 
stunning casuarina tree, which over the 
years has been meticulously cut and 
pruned, creating a fascinating bonsai-like 
effect.

“The garden has a very whimsical 
and loose feel, but it works,” Tom says. 
“The large variety of palms all work well 
together, creating a fascinating mix of 
texture, height and leaf colours. It’s a very 
functional garden and the clever layout 
means that each area has been used to  
its fullest.”

Indeed, while the garden may not have 
clean, sculpted lines typical of a well 
groomed garden, its loose and whimsical 
feel makes for a truly unique and beautiful 
beach garden, perfect for whiling away time 
in a Caribbean paradise such as Cayman Kai.

As the home’s 

owner Brent 

Pierce says, 

this garden is 

“paradise on 

the beach”.

Creating gardens for over 41 years

...and now at two great, convenient locations

Email: vigoro@vigoro.ky  tom.balon@vigoro.ky  craig.stewart@vigoro.ky

www.vigoro.ky
Vigoro Nursery Ltd  324 Walkers Road  |  Tel: 949-4270

Vigoro on Agricola  96 Agricola Drive  |  Tel: 945-5236

REGULAR HOURS FOR BOTH LOCATIONS 8:00AM to 6:00PM
Vigoro on Agricola open also on Sundays from 11:00am to 5:00pm

Home
accessories and much much more.

❚ Landscape design, install and maintenance  ❚ Irrigation/Cooling Mist Systems  
❚ Landscape Lighting  ❚ Ponds/Waterfalls
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Beach palms
Tom Balon of Vigoro Nursery gives 

his top tips for palms which work 

well in a beach garden.

Local thatch, silver and green 

palms (Cocothrinax proctorii 

and radiata)

These palms are especially 

durable, and can grow in any 

climate conditions Cayman has 

to offer. Thatch palms work well 

for lower foliage as the trees grow 

very slowly, or can work well for 

higher dimensions. The “heads” of 

the palms are much smaller than 

most, so can be used in many 

applications, or nearer buildings 

without offending the buildings 

themselves. They can also be 

clustered together for a more 

natural setting. Overall, a very 

diverse palm.

Chinese fan palms, 

Livistonia chinensis 

(and Livistonia decipens)

Work well as a multi-trunk form, 

or singly also. These palms are 

very durable and will tolerate 

quite a lot of adverse conditions 

once established. If planted in 

multi-trunk form, Chinese fan 

palms can provide quite a lot of 

privacy at all levels, and also give 

protection to under plantings. 

With large palmate leaves, 

Chinese fan palms are very 

tropical in appearance.

Coconut palms (Cocos nucifera)

What’s not to love? Probably the 

most well known palm, coconut 

palms have one of the largest 

heads of any palm, provides 

ample shade and their interesting, 

curving trunks add drama to any 

space. Coconut palms can provide 

substance to almost any landscape 

and are extremely tolerant to any 

weather or water conditions.

136    |    InsideOut spring 2013

Gardening 
beach horticulture



Royal palms 

(Roystonea regia/elata)

Work well when some real 

height is needed. Royal palms 

have a beautiful, stately 

appearance and are very 

tolerable to most conditions 

once established. With 

self-shedding fronds, Royal 

palms work well in a low 

maintenance garden.

Bizmark palms 

(Bizmarckia nobilis)

Awesome in their size and 

colour, these palms really stand 

out when used correctly amidst 

a garden of green, varying 

heights and different palm 

leaves. Their silver colour and 

huge palmate leaves are really 

astounding when you get close 

to them. They do need space, 

above and below the ground, so 

correct placement is key. The 

palms’ very strong nature and 

rigid personality really add an 

element of strength in a garden.

Date palms (Phoenix 

canariensis, dactylifera, 

sylvestris or robellini):

All in the Phoenix family, these 

palms all have quite a different 

flavour, alone or collectively, in 

a garden. All fairly resilient (the 

robellini being the least), the 

first three are all more singly 

seen, with quite large heads, 

rigid and architectural. They 

have different coloration, so 

using different species can 

add those changing elements. 

The robellini being the ‘dwarf’ 

of them and seen as the 

shorter, soft, feathery multi-

trunk species, adds a nice soft 

appearance at eye-level, and 

doesn’t get too tall. 
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